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REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Pelham respectfully submit the following re- 
port :-— ' 
PAY OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid William G. Butler, bill for services as Selectman, for 


the year ending March 14, 1876.............. $ 37 00 
Luther C. Richardson, bill for services as Selectman, 

for the year ending March 14, 1876........... 87 00 
George H. Currier, bill for services as Selectman, for 

the year ending March 14, 1876.............. 154 00 
Amos Bachelder, bill for services as Town Clerk, for 

the year ending March 14,1876 ............. 30 00 
John Woodbury, bill for services as Town Treasurer, 

for the year ending March 14, 1876........... 40 00 


F. A. Cutter, bill for services as Superintending School 
Committee, for the year ending March 14, 1876, 40 00 
Geo. H. Currier, bill for services as Collector of Taxes, 
BEACON VOU es | bos atk hog ais he hie ci alavg a teain, Maieiaks 93 00 


~ $481 00 
PAUPER EXPENSES. 


Paid County of Hillsborough, for board of 
PA DDIG AVY ADGAN 2 cttegy vhf ay patente « $ 66 61 
N. H. Asylum, for board of same....... 111 64 $178 25 
G. H. Currier, for board and lodging of 
transient persons, for the year ending 
MT arGUy Peek LO Astrut).tecterea ya err ae 6 50 
Expenses taking A. W. Bean to Asylum, 4 50 
W. G. Butler, for board and lodging tran- 
sient persons, for the year ending 


OVE ECG) For L501 ara ei ood kc sees 28 00 
John Woodbury, for goods furnished | 
Woodard family, county paupers... | 8 #76 
Peace. NICMAS, OE AAING .. AW uc wd «ata's 7 82 
F. M. Woodbury, for same........ sti: 12 84 29 42 


Amount carried forward Pree. . $246 67 
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Amount brought forward........ $246 67 


Paid L. C. Richardson, for board and lodging 
transient persons for the year end- 


ing March ale yin. eee 18 00 

C. W. Hobbs, for ‘board and lodging tran- . 
sient persons, to March 1, 1877..... 3 00 
$267 67 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid E. G. Hobbs, balance of highway money belonging 
to School District No. 3 for the year 1874, and 


breaking snow paths in 1875.............+.- $31 06 

O. W. Spaulding, highway money Beis kr in 
ABT Doi a sla Bidiacy bras PRES pfeoe eee agar 28 37 
A. F. Carlton, for breaking snow paths............. 21 60 

G. B. Currier, labor on highway and breaking snow. 

paths 2 ee eT 2S Ce 40 79 
J. M. Atwood, for labor on bridge ................ 1 00 

J. W. Durant, for labor on highway and breaking 
SNOW pathsy.rs 2s were areal cel Lely weston eine ee 15 60 
J.C. Whitehouse, for breaking snow paths... ic iG 13 22 
W. A. Giles, Ley pha Sees 6 00 
S. A. Hatherway, “ ¥ LO Sar eee 3 00 

John Wilson, for building bridge and breaking snow 
paths ee hel tho NALS Se ae 22 955 
Moses Hobbs, for breaking SHOW paths BESS 09. 404 A Ze) 80) 1 AT 52 
Calvin Coburn, ON at bree OUP RERCET S CEN BR e ae 26 35 
_O. W. Spaulding, “ : Sas Buhari gra 24 15 
Ralph H. Coburn, “ ¥ Sr Rae tiene ae 11 67 
W. G. Butler, ~ “ 69s PEs Rae See ee 7 20 
Joseph Pearsons, “ Ot at ee OE Rates ol ae egme ~ 20 72 
L. C. Richardson, “ # Sree daria clas 11 90 
C. W. Hobbs, for labor on highway............... 3 75 
$336 45 


SCHOOL MONEY. 
Paid District No. 1, balance of town appropri- 


AION OVALS 1D Boot sey, See a ieee $114 13 
Part of town:appropriation for 1876.... 141 77 
Wiigerary. fund ox soca ey Be ected 14 35 
Dog eMOney 2 oe sis ck iss apne ert ate 28 83 
— $299 08 
Paid District No. 2, balance of town appropri- 
ation for 1875. ils kan, s Wbeeee aA $155 76 
Part of town appropriation for 1876.. 78 08 
Literary Gand 6. oie cee ep ete 15: 38 
Doo money Of. ~ lees pe eee » 28 83 
SEE 278 00 


Amount carried forward..... .. $977 08 


y 


Amount brought Sorward 


See Sumy $977 08 
Paid District No. 3, part of town appropria- 
TOUEMOTIES (Ost es oor 84 Pea ee ee eae $216 80 
PLBLAPVsUN cto ore ae ees pve «choles 12 37 
Dog MONEY... eee e ee eee e scene eeeee 28 83 
— 258 00 
Paid District No. 4, balance of town appropri- 
BUONMOLILA (Diam | teem rewire. de tees « $153 18 
Part of town appropriation for 1876.. 87 31 
Peery sO acl e ee, Bylo oe eae atl t 13 86 
BePBPLLONG VCO 2. 0 Wik, ea y ies Pum eae: 28 83 
—— 283 13 
Paid District No. 5, part of town appropria- 
HonsforelSToe see coe ee $146 40 
Perary nTUD gests cant aha ote shige oie 13 86 
PRCRITLOUOV ncn oo write ates dete 6 3 hey nit 28 83 
ee 189 09 
Paid Dist. No. 6, town appropriation for 1876 $95 06 
PALOTACV RUN o cath iene sds Het ai wha 2 47 
BEE STLOM GV No caret tan oe oa we a da 28 83 
| — 126 36 
Dota terasenence este ere. t: $1433 66 
Balance due School District No. 1.......... $121 32 
aide eA be gE. 185 01 
Se Ey began! 390 94 
dente, Gee Rete 175 78 
Dy Wee 281 81 
LOLS Ee pastored bats yo $ enn agate $1154 86 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES, * 
Cyrus C. Perkins, dog tax for 1876 Brey on cic) of tabe Stokes Siok $ 1 00 
OOM SST EDIT IAPS: ae N SM SAGE AN Bee art eerie 1 00 
Mrs. Murry, : EET ere at ine: hee ets 1 00 
William Titcomb, poll and school-house tax............ 81 
ECT LIVOIE NOU AX” LAL i. 5y oa 4 occ ns 6 aeiela of. atime ae Ay 
Se ROIS naa Eas CF e fa davets vol ond oe Say tee se vt oer cate ha 14 58 
Se Lite y OC UA K ROL occi.2 tar etal cis ven > tr ka sore © oeTk 1 00 
Michael Green, poll tax 1875 Sr AL ob Hore Je Ree eens 1 20 
Henry H. Ford, RU WTA EY Seta tes Naha Botetiah ain ora tatecets oles 1 20 
F. H. Frost, . Teen eae eee Wiha 's ate ab eis 1 20 
Edward Golden, a rae re oo i Bein de 2 -1 20 
Edwin M. Gray, “ oe ant as el ated ats ves, rete ras 1 20 
Amount Carried fOTUWATA. c0cecccesecsvsy ss 


$26 49 
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Amount brought forward ......cececee eens $26 49 

Allen Gale, poll tax, dSio Techy fii Aoke vO aitee ee: 1 20 

G.L.Hamm,- ‘“ PPTL Lope My eae NE re Abd 1 20 

G.C. Manning, “ TENE oe athe ites obsehat te eusdeie als Platt 1 20 

John Smith, oc NE BP tire og hanna oe ean eas 1 20 

‘J. W. York, 6c gh ac ets ae Nees eC 1 20 

John Jackman, “ Aes char ch¥ietat She te Shek tae eae gitar: 1 20 

C. P. Hutchinson, “ ds Sgr iesy Snot Netirs Lame Sats dT ar 1 20 

John Jackman, school-house tax... ...0....002++s00000% 08 

$34 97 
TOWN HOUSE. 
Received for use of Town House for the year 
| ending Migron dd Bids cebe ese ee ) $96 50 

Paid John Woodbury, agent of Town Hall. $ 5 00 
C. W. Hobbs, for care of Town Hall.. 25 75 
F. M. Woodbury, goods furnished Town 

Pally 2a en eae Roe oe ee ete peters 12 62 
John See e goods furnished Town 
Moe esta Gk iclwiale:'s ‘als Sie hie ee es 4 70 48 07 
Net mncome... oS tear eee oe $48 43 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Paid Cyrus C. Perkins, school-house tax District No. 1. $ 50 00 
W. G. Butler, cash paid out for books and stationery 7 00 
Nathan Gage, school-house tax District No. 4...... 24 00 
Amos Bachelder, cash paid for record book,....... 4 25 
R. B. Hilman, school-house tax District No. 2...... 30 00 
County of Hillsborough, tax... .5 3 o aaee eee eee 913 61 
R. B. Hilman, for repairs of Town Hall............ 215 40 
G. H. Currier, cash paid G. Y. Sawyer as counsel. .. 10 00 
G. H. Currier, cash paid for books, stationery, car 
fare, for the year ending March 14, mathe a eee 7 37 
Joshua Searls, for burying horse................. 50 
A. FI’. Stevens, as:counsel*’. .. 2. dea a cane 2 00 
Daniel Coburn, for cutting bushes in east graveyard, 1 50 
John Woodbury, for driving hearse for the year end- 
ing, Marchi; 1877: .. 00 0 eA ee 25 00 
John Woodbury, board of Selectmen and expenses 
| paying County taxi, Goals ilee ce eee 10 50 
L, C. Richardson; for suide board...60 6590. wee 2 00 
L. C. Richardson, wood for Town Hall............ 7 00 

- Stone, Huse & Co., printing town reports for year end- 

ing? March 4518705. eA eeh eee acne) 22 25 
State taxi. (20) Cet AL Eee Sea ee coat er teen 1612 00 


———_ 


- $2944 43 
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AMOUNT OF TAXES ASSESSED FOR 1876. 


CTC ee Rc a iG ne Seago ne eee St 2 $1612 00 
CORT 0a Real AE Bae ZR it aoe I a ey ats A dea 913 63 
BCDOO tage ous 2. 2 Fs an eee A ML Cove eel ate cian aie wae 1410 50 
OTST OLE Sh On a tied AERA FEDER TS 9d A BA Rook a ea aun as 500 00 
PELL NG CH Cy rc oe viens ee A BP liek ey BIPM A aae Poe 1500 00 
Behool-honse tax District No. 1 hi tees a ot pena ay bio An 50 00 
a ee ples Be eat UMM RE AORN Ne At 30 00 

~ = fs SC ABD TOFU a BS A hee 24 00 
LUPE 5s Oe aR RR a Ae, or to gl ZEAL Ai A oe a 91 00 
$6131 18 


WILLIAM G. BUTLER, 
LUTHER C. RICHARDSON, 
CHARLES W. HOBBS, 
Pelham, March 1, 1877. Selectmen of Pelham. 


OW NOP REASURE RS «aR EPORT, 
Marca 1, 1877. 


March 1, 1876. Amount of cash in the treasury...-.... $1386 50 
Aug. 16, 1876. Received of G. H. Currier, Collector, the 

outstanding taxes for 1875, amounting to.......... 1290 18 
Amount of interest received on the above............. 13 37 
Received of the Collector, during the year ending March 

LA GH ey. eg eiasy def tet ate Peeley Sedona ate 3990 82 
Dec. 1, 1876. Received of the State Treasurer the Sav- 

Pye Reais bak ANON TLD COM ayaa 2s) ete dod lett stout 379 88. 
Amount of Railroad tax from thegame............ 2.04 113 41 


Received of Harriet Richardson, John Cloyd, William A. 
Couilliard, B. B. Titcomb, Henry Lewis, William A. 


Giles and C. W. Spear, for graveyard lots.......... 6 00 
March 1, 1877. Received of the Agent for rent of the 

Town Tia for thes Page VCars oho <2 sl da wales este 96 50 
March 1,1877. Received of Wm. A. Couilliard, for old 

hearse sa her iene caerdie ss geeiae ala tacatere sy alee citae 3 75 


Whole amount received during the year ending March 1, $7280 41 


The Treasurer of said town charges the same with the following 
payments, as ordered by the Selectmen thereof: 


To cash on'sundry orders during the year ending March 1 $5386 57 


mipren 1,1877. Leaving a balance in the treasury of... 1893 84 
“ Outstanding taxes now unpaid and due 
ine CDMS erected as itete. 2 cle os tain widiaie es ean sis) aighain stata « ~ 909 52 


—— 


$2803 36 
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LITERARY FUND. | 
March 1, 1877. Amount of cash now in the treasury.... $76 50 


DOG TAX FUND. 


- The amount reported March 1, 1876........00eesee000- $179 00 
Has been appropriated as follows : 

To J. T. Farmer, for the killing of one sheep by dogs.... 6 00 

UNG TOMaN MOE, cae eats ces ss sete sisi ents Sener ee $173 00 


_ Has been divided equally and paid to the several 
schools in town during the past winter. . 
Dog tax fund, now in treasury, March 1, 1877.......... 85 00 


FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN. 
Whole amount of town debt at the present time.-...... $3519 11 
JOHN WOODBURY, 


Town Treasurer. 


The subscribers, having been appointed a eommittee to examine 
the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer of the town of Pelham, 
for the year ending March 1, 1877, report that we find all orders 
issued by the Selectmen duly vouched and receipted for, and the 
Treasurer’s accounts correctly kept, accurately cast and properly 


vouched. . 
° MOODY HOBBS, 


GEO. 8. BUTLER, 
Pelham, March 1, 1877. Auditors. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


Superintending School Committee 
FOR THE TOWN OF PELHAM, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1877. 


The laws of this Commonwealth require the Superin- 
tending School Committee to report the condition of the 
schools at the annual town meeting ih March. 

Such a report involves more than some general statis- 
- tics or remarks upon the success of teachers. | 

An exact report of the schools must present the educa- 
tional sentiment of the population. There can be no true— 
representation of the schools in which this sentiment is not 
the back-ground of the picture. The merit or demerit of 
every teacher, the success or failure of every school, must be 
considered from the standpoint of the popular sentiment on 
education. 

It may be stated as a universal principle that the 
schools will be as this sentiment. They will never rise 
higher or sink lower. There may be exceptional instances 
of schools in advance of it or beneath it, but the general 
_ character of the schools will be on the plane of this sentiment. 
Hence all effective effort for the improvement of the schools 
must be directed to the creation of intelligent views on the 
subject of education. 
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It is important that the people should study the annual 
statistics of the schools; there may be exceptional excel- 
lences or failures in instruction to which their attention 
‘should be called, but the one thing needed is to place the 
entire subject of common school education before them in a 
higher aspect. | 


DEFECTS IN OUR SYSTEM. 


The double management of the Superintending School 
Committee and the Prudential’ Committees under the best 
conditions is an evil. These distinct offices should be merged 
in one ; their respective duties cannot be efficiently dis- 
charged except by the same executive authority. It is no 
exaggeration to say that there is an annual loss of a third of 
the school money from this cause. Private business managed 
on such principles would be a failure. 

It is manifest that,one educational board could care for 
the interests of the schools of a town more economically than 
six different committees. Such a board, familiar with all the 
schools, could select for each the teacher especially needed. 
There are seasons when one school needs a teacher of higher 
qualifications and larger compensation. than the other 
schools, and a committee having the charge of all could un- 
derstand this want and provide such a teacher. 


THE ENDS OF EDUCATION. 


There should be some correction of the popular notions 
in regard to these. If education were only to meet the nat- 
ural wants of life, then but little would be needed. The 
time children are now kept in school and the money ex- 
pended for school-houses, books and teachers would be use. 
less. But the object of education is the culture of all the 
susceptibilities of the intellectual nature, and hence the in- 
struction of the primary school should touch the intellectual 
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life at every point. No teacher should be placed in our 
public schools not qualified to do this. 

The teacher should know something of the laws of 
mental action and be able to give oral instruction in the 
general circle of knowledge. The common phenomena of’ 
nature and the scientific principles entering into the detail 
of ordinary life should be explained in the common school. 
Children, instead of being kept upon particular rules, should 
be made familiar with universal laws. 

Teaching is an art—a profession. There is nothing in 
which professional skill is more needful. The State now 
furnishes schools for the training of teachers, and it is very 
important that teachers avail themselves of such train- 
ing. An important part of the instruction of the common 
school is the correct use of language and the accurate ex- 
pression of thought, and this can be secured only by trained 
teachers. Our common schools should educate our homes 
in accuracy of knowledge. 


PARENTAL INFLUENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY. 


The parent should not allow anything to divert the at- 
tention of his children while attending school. Their punc- 
tuality is of the utmost importance. If he doubts the teacher 
in the least, he should not let the child know this. 

The studies and classification of the school should be 
given entirely into the hands of the Committee ; in no other 
way can the efficiency of the schools be secured. 


GENERAL EXERCISES. 


Composition and elocution should be required of each 
pupil; a half day at least every fortnight should be devoted 
to such exercises. Composition may be said to be as impor- 
tant as the alphabet. Were children trained to it from early 
years, it would be as natural for them to write as to talk. 
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Singing should form a part of the education of the 
common school, all the singing talent in the school should 
be used, and when a teacher cannot sing, it would be well 
to employ some person once or twice a week to conduct 
such an exercise. 


THE MORAL ELEMENT. 


Education without morals is a curse rather than a bless- 
ing. The atmosphere of the school-room should be morally 
pure. LHvery parent has a right to demand this. 


THE COMPENSATION OF TEACHERS. 


This should be according to their experience and quali- 
fications, and should in a measure be regulated as the prices 
of other things—by the supply and demand—and this can 
not be well ascertained except by conference with commit- ' 
tees and educational men in other places. 


. SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


A well-kept and tasty school-roont is essential to a good 
school. The room, house and grounds should be attractive. 


THE VIEW TO BE TAKEN OF OUR COMMON SCHOOLS. 


They are nurseries of mind. They are not to express 
any one individual’s notion, but the highest idea of the 
whole community on the subject of education. Our town 
is among the favored ones of the State. It is one of the 
eighty of the two hundred and thirty-five towns that have 
annually twenty weeks of school.” With wise management, 
the appropriation of this town would give each of the five 
districts thirty weeks of school annually, as much of the 
year as it is wise for children to be kept in school; and 
it would furnish instruction that would qualify not only for 
the usual avocations of life, but that which would truly de- 
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velop the intellect and embellish the character. The con- 
ception of what these our public schools may become under 
an enlightened and liberal public sentiment is. glorious. 

The public need to feel that the schools must keep pace 
with improvements in other things. The farmer would not 
think of using either the methods or implements of twenty- 
five years ago. He would fail if he did. There must be a like 

advance in the methods and implements of the school-room. 
The common school must be kept abreast of the progress of 
the age. One thing now needed is to get it out of the ruts 
of a generatipn or two. 

_ The schools of the past year have had their usual vary- 
ing success. Some have been of a high order. Experience, 
refinement and culture have presided in the school-room, and 
left its indelible impress through all the days, weeks and 
months of the school year, nor has there been an instance of 
any teacher wanting in devotion to the work, but every 
school has suffered from a want of that moral support that 
comes from frequent visits of parents, and in no other way 
can parents have any. correct idea of their school. 


THE SCHOOLS AND THE TAX-PAYERS. 


There is no tax more important than the tax for educa- 
tion. Better pay money for school-houses than court-houses 
and prisons—for school teachers than officers to enforce the 
laws. A town may have a noble pride in its liberal appro- 
priations for the cause of education, but the citizen should 
look after this and see that it is wisely expended and yields 
the largest possible return. It may be that the citizens of 
this town, when they pay their taxes, are not aware how 
large a part of them are for education. This past year the 
school tax is nearly a third of the entire money tax. The 
difference is so little that it may be said to be one-third. 
The person who this year paid a tax of fifteen dollars paid 
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five dollars of it for the schools; the one that paid thirty 
dollars paid ten dollars for the schools. It does not seem 
possible that the citizen can pay his money in such sums and — 
be indifferent how it is expended and what it yields. If the 
intelligent tax-payers of this town would study the schools 
and the subject of popular education and give their earnest . 
thought to the question, how their money can be made to 
yield the largest return, the cause of popular education 
could not fail to receive an impetus, and the common schools 
to be greatly improved. 


STATISTICS. 


District No. 1.—Mr. Daniel N. Atwood, Prudential 
Committee. Miss Eliza H. Woodbury and Mr. Charles W. 
Hobbs, Teachers. Length of Ist and 2nd terms, 9 weeks 
each; the 3rd term, 12 weeks. No..scholars in the Ist 
term, 26; in the 2nd and 3rd terms, 29. Wages of Teach- 
er, in lst and 2nd terms, $52; in the 3rd term, $40. 

District No. 2.—Mr. Enoch M. Marsh, Prudential Com- 
mittee. Mrs. Rebecca A. Spear, Teacher. Length of the 
Ist and 2nd terms, 8 weeks each; the 3rd term, 12 weeks. 
No. of scholars in the lst term, 28; in the 2nd term, 32; 
in the 3rd term, 35. Wages of Teacher in the Ist and 2nd 
terms, $32; in the 3rd term, $45. 

District No. 3—Mr. Wm. G. Butler, Prudential Com- 
mittee. Miss M. Lizzie Anderson, of Windham, and Mr. S. P. 
Gage, Teachers. Length of the Ist and 2nd terms, 10 weeks 
each; of the 5rd term, 11 weeks. No. scholars in the Ist 
term, 14; in the 2nd term, 18 ; in the 3rd term, 21. Wages 
of Teacher in the Ist term, $30; in the 2nd and 38rd terms, 
$52. 

District No. 4—Mr. Moses Johnson, Prudential Com- 
~ mittee. Miss Mary J. Pelton, of , Teacher. Length of Ist 
and 2nd terms, 8 weeks each; of 3rd term, 10 weeks. No. 
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of scholars in Ist term, 23; in 2nd term, 22; in 3rd term, 
24. Wages of Teacher in Ist and 2nd terms, $34; in 3rd 
term, $36. , 

District No. 5—Mr. Calvin Coburn, Prudential Com- 
mittee. Miss Susan M. Smith, Teacher. Length of 1st and 
2nd terms, 9 weeks each; of 3rd term, 13 weeks. No. of 
scholars: Ist term, 22; 2nd term, 24; 3rd term, 27. Wages 
of Teacher, Ist and 2nd terms, $32; 3rd term, $40. 

District No. 6.—Mr. John L. Spaulding, Prudential 
Committee. Miss Alice Gould and Miss Jennie K. Marshall, 
of Tyngsborough, Mass., Teachers. Length of Ist term, 7 
weeks ; of 2nd term, 15 weeks. No. of scholars in Ist term, 
3; in 2nd term, 4. Wages of Teachers, $22. 

The wages of teachers are per month and include 
board. The teachers, when not otherwise designated, are of 
this town. 

The number of children in town between the ages 
of 5 and 15, as enumerated by the Selectmen in April, is 
124 ; 63 males and 61 females. The appropriation of the 
town for schools would amount to $11.37 to each of these 
scholars. 

Iam sorry not to be able to furnish in this report. 
more extended statistics, but as part of the schools at the 
time of writing this have not concluded their term, it is not 
possible to furnish more. The days of attendance, number 
of cases of tardiness, and visits of parents, would explain 
many things in regard to the condition of the schools. 

The foregoing suggestions are not offered as the best, 
but in the hope that they may awaken such reflection upon 
the subject of common school education as to start the schools 
of this favored town upon.a career of continual progress. 

AUGUSTUS BERRY, 


PELHAM, March 13, 1877. Superintending School Committee. 
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